
USING THE DECENNIAL CENSUS TO DRAW CONCLUSIONS 
ABOUT AMERICAN LIFE

STUDENT VERSION

Activity Items
The following items are part of this activity and appear at the end of this student version.

• Item 1: 1940 Census Questionnaire

• Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire

• Item 3: 2010 Census Questionnaire

Student Learning Objectives
• I will be able to gather information from primary sources.

• I will be able to make inferences from 1940, 1960, and 2010 census questionnaires to explain how the 
questions relate to the socioeconomic issues of each era.
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NAME:                DATE:       

1. What do you notice about the questions in Item 1: 1940 Census Questionnaire? Does anything surprise 
you? What do you wonder about? Record at least three observations and at least three questions about 
the item.

2. Now closely review Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire, then create a Venn diagram that shows the 
differences and similarities between Items 1 and 2. Include at least three points in each diagram section.

http://www.census.gov/schools
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3. Answers to which specific questions from Item 2 would have helped illustrate a respondent’s overall 
housing situation? How?

4. Still looking at Item 2, what are some ways that homes were heated and cooled in 1960, and what does 
this variety of options tell you about the differences in Americans’ socioeconomic statuses at the time?

5. According to Item 2, what might people during this time period have used to get their news and what 
might they have used to communicate with others?

http://www.census.gov/schools
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6. Choose three questions from Item 2, then determine how an American in poverty and an American in the 
middle class might answer them.

Question from Item 2
Potential response of an 
American in poverty

Potential response of a middle-
class American

http://www.census.gov/schools
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7. Write a paragraph explaining how the questions and options listed in Item 2 tie into the economic boom 
and social transformation that the United States saw in the decades following World War II.

8. How was life in the United States different in 1960 compared with in 1940? Use information from 
Items 1 and 2 to support your answer.

9. Now look at Item 3: 2010 Census Questionnaire. What changed since 1960?

http://www.census.gov/schools


CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS HISTORY | PAGE 5

USING THE DECENNIAL CENSUS TO DRAW CONCLUSIONS  
ABOUT AMERICAN LIFE STUDENT VERSION

10. Read the USA Today article titled, “Census tracks 20 years of sweeping change” (usatoday30.
usatoday.com/news/nation/census/2011-08-10-census-20-years-change_n.htm?siteID=je6NUbpObpQ-
7apO6FpsGc9D2HOXkUKJtg), which discusses changes in the population reported by the U.S. Census 
Bureau in 2010. According to the article, what were some of these changes?

11. Thinking about the similarities and differences among the 1940, 1960, and 2010 census questionnaires, in 
what major ways have Americans’ socioeconomic situations changed from era to era?

http://www.census.gov/schools
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/census/2011-08-10-census-20-years-change_n.htm?siteID=je6NUbpObp
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/census/2011-08-10-census-20-years-change_n.htm?siteID=je6NUbpObp
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/census/2011-08-10-census-20-years-change_n.htm?siteID=je6NUbpObp
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Item 1: 1940 Census Questionnaire

www.census.gov/history/pdf/1940_housing_questionnaire.pdf
Click on the link above to view the item online.

http://www.census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/history/pdf/1940_housing_questionnaire.pdf
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Item 1: 1940 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

www.census.gov/history/pdf/1940_housing_questionnaire.pdf

Click on the link above to view the item online.

http://www.census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/history/pdf/1940_housing_questionnaire.pdf
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Item 1: 1940 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

www.census.gov/history/pdf/1940_housing_questionnaire.pdf

Click on the link above to view the item online.

http://www.census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/history/pdf/1940_housing_questionnaire.pdf
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools


CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS HISTORY | PAGE 11

Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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www.census.gov/history/pdf/1960censusquestionnaire-2.pdf

Click on the link above to view the item online.

Item 2: 1960 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/1960censusquestionnaire-2.pdf
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Item 3: 2010 Census Questionnaire

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 3: 2010 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 3: 2010 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 3: 2010 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 3: 2010 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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www.census.gov/history/pdf/2010questionnaire.pdf

Click on the link above to view the item online.

Item 3: 2010 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/history/pdf/2010questionnaire.pdf
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